Detection of antituberculous activity in plant extracts.
Ten of 408 ethanolic extracts of plants inhibited growth of Mycobacterium tuberculosis H37Rv at dilutions of 1 in 160 to 1280 and a high proportion of the other extracts inhibited growth at lower dilutions. Some of the plants, after purification, may be therapeutically useful. In view of the environmental threat to many plant species, screening of such plants for potential therapeutic properties, including antituberculous and other antimicrobial activities, are urgently required before they are lost forever.